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BIM can deliver big EU policy results 

 Building Information Modelling (BIM) goes way beyond Digital Economy 
“BIM is everywhere and supports all the big policies” says FIEC President Johan Willemen, at the 
close of the annual FIEC conference in Brussels. He explains that BIM underpins major EU themes, 

from energy and resource efficiency, to jobs and skills as well as the more obvious Digital Economy. 

“Our message to policy makers is that BIM is not just an add-on, it needs to be brought into the frame 
now”. Setting an example in the conference, FIEC has launched a new Working Group on BIM to 

support its national member federations to help share best practice among contractors on one hand 
and ensure that BIM gets a high priority in the EU institutions on the other.  

 

Mr Willemen outlines the job that needs to be done by FIEC on behalf of contractors. This includes 
working in partnership with the public sector to ensure that BIM is adopted in an all-inclusive market in 

which SMEs are not left behind and in which pioneering contractors take the lead across Europe as 

they have already in early adopting countries. Mr Willemen’s remarks follow an impressive, 
international line up of speakers and panellists from nine countries. Amongst other things, the panel 

calls for a strong focus on people and emphasises that IT, while critical to the sharing of data, tends to 
get all the attention but collaboration down the value chain is the most important success factor. With 

this in mind, as the Commission has already financed an initiative for the public sector, it should now 

support an industry-led awareness raising effort, ensuring that the practical needs of the construction 
value chain get the lion’s share. Moderating the conference, Mr Kjetil Tonning, Vice President of FIEC 

and President of the Technical Commission explains “Norway is no stranger to BIM. We’ve long since 

resolved many of the challenges common to its introduction and now it is thoroughly embedded in the 
industry.  We know that different countries are going at different speeds and we believe that FIEC can 

provide a common partner, bringing best practice to those contractors that are just getting started and 

linking contractors with other sector players, to help reduce fragmentation in the construction industry.”   
 

Coming full circle, the conference headline question “BIM: Rocket Science or Common Sense?” is 
answered as the President highlights the pioneering history of an industry which is far too often 

erroneously criticised for perceived lack of innovation. Comparing the life changing advances made 

possible by rocket science, Mr Willemen celebrates the achievements of contractors, which demanded 
the same visionaries, great teams and investment as that other breakthrough innovation, perhaps 

more headline grabbing than the extraordinary impact construction has made on global economic 

development and the quality of our lives over thousands of years. With this in mind, BIM is but another 
milestone! 
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