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Parliament approves privacy rules after record number of amendments / By Catherine Stupp | 
EurActiv.com  - 14.04.2016 
 
 MEPs approved new EU privacy rules today (14 April), including a regulation on consumer privacy 
that attracted the aggressive ire of lobbyists during its four-year run through negotiations in the 
European Parliament. 
 
The new data protection regulation drew a total of 3,999 amendments from MEPs, topping all 
other pieces of legislation in the Parliament’s history, a spokesperson confirmed. 
 
German Green MEP Jan Philipp Albrecht (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen) said the number of 
amendments was a direct result of lobbyists of different stripes pushing changes on the bill. 
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Data protection reform - Parliament approves new rules fit for the digital era / European 
Parliament Plenary session- 14.04.2016 

New EU data protection rules which aim to give citizens back control of their personal data and 
create a high, uniform level of data protection across the EU fit for the digital era was given their 
final approval by MEPs on Thursday. The reform also sets minimum standards on use of data for 
policing and judicial purposes.  

After a series of delays and setbacks, MEPs today (14 April) adopted the controversial European 
air passenger data directive, though even its supporters accept it is no silver bullet for the EU’s 
fight against terrorism. 
 
The Passenger Name Record (PNR) directive was adopted by the European Parliament by 461 
votes to 179, with nine abstentions. In a concession to the directive’s opponents, lawmakers 
simultaneously voted to strengthen data protection legislation. 

MEPs approve PNR, strengthen data protection / By Cécile Barbière - Euractiv 14.04.2016 

Data protection reform - PNR 

Parliament backs EU directive on use of Passenger Name Records (PNR) / / European 

Parliament Plenary session -14.04.2016 

The new directive regulating the use of Passenger Name Record (PNR) data in the EU for the 
prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of terrorist offences and serious crime was 
approved by Parliament on Thursday. It will oblige airlines to hand national authorities 
passengers' data for all flights from third countries to the EU and vice versa.  

http://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/parliament-approves-privacy-rules-after-record-number-of-amendments/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160407IPR21776/Data-protection-reform-Parliament-approves-new-rules-fit-for-the-digital-era
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160407IPR21776/Data-protection-reform-Parliament-approves-new-rules-fit-for-the-digital-era
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160407IPR21776/Data-protection-reform-Parliament-approves-new-rules-fit-for-the-digital-era
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160407IPR21776/Data-protection-reform-Parliament-approves-new-rules-fit-for-the-digital-era
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160407IPR21776/Data-protection-reform-Parliament-approves-new-rules-fit-for-the-digital-era
http://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/meps-approve-pnr-strengthen-data-protection/
http://www.bing.com/search?q=euractiv+data+protection&src=IE-TopResult&FORM=IETR02&conversationid=
http://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/meps-approve-pnr-strengthen-data-protection/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160407IPR21775/Parliament-backs-EU-directive-on-use-of-Passenger-Name-Records-%28PNR%29


The general data protection regulation / European Council (14/04/2016) 
 

 Data protection reform package: Final steps / EP “At a glance” -  Shara MONTELEONE 
12-04-2016  
  

A package to reform the EU legal framework on data protection (DP) was presented by the 
European Commission in January 2012. Aimed at strengthening citizens' rights uniformly while 
reducing burdens for companies and public authorities, the package takes a comprehensive 
approach, including a general regulation and a directive concerning data protection for police 
and law enforcement purposes. Following negotiations towards a second-reading agreement, 
compromises on both texts have been reached, and votes in plenary, scheduled for the April I 
session, are now required to confirm them. 

The core element of the Commission package is a general data protection regulation. This draft 
regulation updates and modernizes the principles of the 1995 Data Protection Directive. It sets 
out the rights of the individual and establishes the obligations of those processing and those 
responsible for the processing of the data. It also establishes the methods for ensuring 
compliance as well as the scope of sanctions for those in breach of the rules. 
 
On 8 April 2016, the Council adopted its position at first reading, which paves the way for the 
final adoption by the European Parliament at its plenary session in April.  
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 Completing the adoption of an EU PNR Directive /EP “At a glance” -  Shara MONTELEONE 
07-04-2016 

The compromise text on the long-debated proposal for an EU PNR (Passenger Name Records) 
Directive is now due to be voted in plenary in April. It aims at uniformly regulating the 
processing and sharing of passenger name records by Member States in the fight against 
terrorism and serious crimes, while putting in place a series of data protection safeguards. 

 EU lawmakers approve PNR bill / Euranet Plus News Agency | Danièle Weber – 14.04.2016 

After five years of debate, the European Parliament has passed the very controversial PNR bill 
and gave green light for passenger data to be stored and exchanged among national authorities. 
In the end, the vote in the Parliament was not as tight as the preceding heated debates would 
have suggested. 
The majority of the big political groups voted in favour of the so-called Passenger name Record 
(PNR) bill, with 461 members of the European Parliament (MEPs) voting for the bill while 179 
voted against it. 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/data-protection-reform/data-protection-regulation/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/data-protection-reform/data-protection-regulation/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580908/EPRS_ATA(2016)580908_EN.pdf
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580908/EPRS_ATA(2016)580908_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580886/EPRS_ATA(2016)580886_EN.pdf
http://euranetplus-inside.eu/eu-lawmakers-approve-pnr-bill/
http://euranetplus-inside.eu/eu-lawmakers-approve-pnr-bill/


Julian Popov: The future of gas in Europe is uncertain / Euractiv  -  Georgi Gotev  - 12.04.2016 

Gazprom’s Schröder holds ‘friendly’ meeting with Juncker / Euractiv  -  Georgi Gotev  - 
06.04.2016 
  
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker received Gerhard Schröder on Tuesday (5 April), the 
former Chancellor of Germany, who now works for Gazprom. The Commission however insisted 
the two met as old acquaintances. 
Schröder, who lead Germany from 1998 to 2005, is currently the chairman of the board of Nord 
Stream AG, after having been hired as a global manager by the Rothschild investment bank. 
Nord Stream AG is the consortium that built and operates the Nord Stream pipeline between 
Russia and Germany, in which Gazprom holds a majority share. 

EU must avoid prioritising gas in energy security push / Euractiv – By Shane Tomlinson, Thomas 
Raines | Chatham House - 14.04.2015 

Overly focusing on gas could hamstring the efforts of the Energy Union, so the EU should ensure 
that it facilitates the building of a solid low-carbon technology market, write Thomas Raines and 
Shane Tomlinson 
Thomas Raines is manager of Chatham House’s Europe Programme and Shane Tomlinson is a 
senior research fellow in its Energy, Environment and Resources Department. 
Europe is in the midst of a set of ambitious initiatives to transform its energy sector under the 
banner of building an ‘Energy Union’. The Energy Union provides a mechanism to manage the 
foreign policy dimensions of energy and climate issues. 

Gas demand in Europe will most likely continue to decline. This is the reason why the 
competition for additional gas import infrastructure is so fierce and politicised – there is simply 
no need for more, Julian Popov told EurActiv.com in an exclusive interview. 

Julian Popov is a Fellow of the European Climate Foundation, Chairman of the Building 
Performance Institute Europe, former Minister of Environment and Water of Bulgaria. He is 
among the 40 policy experts with influence on the EU Energy Union recently unveiled by 
EurActory40, a new and free service developed within the EU Community project that scans the 
growing amount of information about people involved in EU policy-making. 
He spoke to EurActiv’s Senior Editor, Georgi Gotev. 
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Senior Obama official: Nord Stream 2 and Brexit may weaken EU energy security / Euractiv –by 
James Crisp  31.03.2016 

EXCLUSIVE / The controversial Russian-German pipeline project Nord Stream 2 will weaken the 
European Union’s energy security, and Brexit would set back the shared interests of the USA, UK 
and EU, a senior official in the Obama administration has warned. 
In a wide-ranging interview, US Deputy Secretary for Energy Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall 
discussed the bloc’s Energy Union strategy, and US plans to export liquefied natural gas (LNG). 
She insisted the recent nuclear deal with Iran had not let the country off the hook on human 
rights, but she wouldn’t be drawn on the possibility of a pro-Putin president in Donald Trump. 

Energy Union – Energy security 

http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/interview/julian-popov-the-future-of-gas-in-europe-is-uncertain/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/gazproms-schroder-holds-friendly-meeting-with-juncker/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/eu-must-avoid-prioritising-gas-in-energy-security-push/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/eu-must-avoid-prioritising-gas-in-energy-security-push/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/eu-must-avoid-prioritising-gas-in-energy-security-push/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/eu-must-avoid-prioritising-gas-in-energy-security-push/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/eu-must-avoid-prioritising-gas-in-energy-security-push/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/interview/senior-obama-official-nord-stream-2-and-brexit-may-weaken-eu-energy-security/


Energy Union: Key Decisions for the Realization of a Fully Integrated Energy Market / EPRS study 
-  15.03.2016 

This study, provided by the Policy Department A at the request of the ITRE Committee gives an 
overview and analysis of the main EU policies, measures and instruments that contribute to the 
realisation of fully integrated and well-functioning electricity and gas markets in Europe. 
Detailed case studies explore capacity remuneration mechanisms, electricity market coupling, 
and cross-border gas trade between Hungary and its neighbours. Policy recommendations to 
improve the effectiveness of the integration process are formulated based on the key findings. 

The Court of Auditors' report found that although progress had been made, the objective of 
completing the internal energy market by 2014 had not been reached, and that more and 
better targeted infrastructure initiatives were needed. A generally broad agreement exists 
between ECA and the European Commission about what the priorities are to increase the 
effectiveness of the internal energy market, i.e. increase regional cooperation, improve cross-
border capacity and review ACER's powers. The European Commission's Energy Union 
framework will be the main instrument to increase implementation, strengthen European 
cooperation and harmonise standards across energy networks. However, given that the 
composition of the energy market is within the remit of Member States, their individual 
priorities will also influence any Europe-wide efforts. While agreeing with ECA that an EU-level 
infrastructure needs assessment was important, the European Commission did not see the 
need to bring more analytical capacity in-house. In terms of funding, while more rigorous 
funding criteria will come into force in 2016, the European Commission disagrees with ECA that 
legislation is needed to ensure that key infrastructure projects benefit the internal market, 
arguing that flexibility in EU funding is key to success. Given that most legislative proposals 
planned for Energy Union have yet to come, it will be important to monitor to what extent 
these initiatives meet the concerns outlined by ECA in this report and reflect the demands 
made by Parliament in its recent resolutions.  

Improving the security of energy supply by developing the internal energy market: more efforts 
needed (European Court of Auditors' Special Report No 16/2015) - Implementation in Action  

EPRS Briefing – 13.04.2016 
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 Energy policy: general principles /EU Fact Sheets - Balazs MELLAR 01-03-2016 

Challenges facing Europe in the field of energy include issues such as increasing import 
dependency, limited diversification, high and volatile energy prices, growing global energy 
demand, security risks affecting producing and transit countries, the growing threats of climate 
change, slow progress in energy efficiency, challenges posed by the increasing share of 
renewables, and the need for increased transparency, further integration and interconnection 
on energy markets. A variety of measures aiming to achieve an integrated energy market, 
security of energy supply and sustainability of the energy sector are at the core of the European 
energy policy. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/578968/IPOL_STU(2016)578968_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/578968/IPOL_STU(2016)578968_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/578968/IPOL_STU(2016)578968_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573290/EPRS_BRI(2016)573290_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573290/EPRS_BRI(2016)573290_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573290/EPRS_BRI(2016)573290_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573290/EPRS_BRI(2016)573290_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573290/EPRS_BRI(2016)573290_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050701/04A_FT(2013)050701_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050701/04A_FT(2013)050701_EN.pdf


Paragraph (a) (ii) of Article 15 in China’s Accession Protocol to the WTO - which determines the 
basis on which dumping margins are calculated in Anti-dumping proceedings against China - is 
about to expire in December 2016. This ad hoc briefing aims to shed light on the economic and 
political implications that may arise for the EU from different strategies related to the treatment 
of China after this date, including the possibility of granting it market economy status. The study 
provides an economic, legal, as well as political overview of EU Anti-dumping regulation and 
compares it to that of China’s other main trading partners. It demonstrates that Anti-dumping 
constitutes a significant and frequently used trade defence instrument, although its use is 
extremely heterogeneous across countries and sectors. Even though market economy status is 
associated with lower Anti-dumping duties, granting it to China would not render the EU 
defenceless against dumping. Beyond first order effects on the magnitudes of AD duties, a 
unilateral decision will have much wider implications, both for the EU’s relations with China as 
well as with other countries, particularly the USA. These have to be taken into account in the 
decision making process. This ad hoc briefing can only be a first step towards a full 
understanding of the impacts of granting MES to China on EU trade policy and European 
welfare. The briefing illustrates that more research is required. 

New Trade Rules for China? Opportunities and Threats for the EU / EPRS 23-02-2016 
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Chinese banks: the way forward / Alicia García-Herrero ( 19/04/2016 ) 
In : Breugel.org 

Despite the economic downturn the Chinese banking system continues its expansion. Concerns 
are rising about the institutions' strenght, as bad loans continue to grow. Heightened 
competition among fintech companies and low net interest margin are other causes for 
concern.  
 
Where is the Chinese banking sector coming from? 
China’s banking system was deemed monolithic, with the central bank People’s Bank of China 
(PBoC) as the major entity authorized to conduct operations until the early 80s when the 
government started opening up the banking system and allowed four state-owned banks to take 
deposits and conduct banking business, which include Industrial & Commercial Bank of China 
(ICBC), China Construction Bank (CCB), Bank of China (BOC) and Agricultural Bank of China 
(ABC).  

Workshop on "Market Economy Status for China after 2016?" / EPRS - Bernard O'CONNOR, 
Jean-François BELLIS, Robert SCOTT and Maurizio ZANARDI 16-03-2016 

Section 15 of China’s Protocol of Accession to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) allows 
importing WTO members to determine, under their national law, whether China is considered 
to be a market economy for the purpose of price comparability and of calculating dumping 
margins. Some provisions of this section expire on 11 December 2016, leaving uncertainty as to 
how China should be treated in antidumping investigations thereafter. The European 
Parliament’s Committee on International Trade (INTA) organised a workshop jointly with the 
Policy Department of the Directorate-General for External Policies in order to hear the views of 
different academic experts on both the legal and the economic implications. 

China 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/535021/EXPO_STU(2016)535021_EN.pdf
http://bruegel.org/2016/04/chinese-banks-the-way-forward/?utm_content=bufferd0255&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer+(bruegel)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/535023/EXPO_STU(2016)535023_EN.pdf
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China blames terrorism, economic slowdown for the steel crisis / James Crisp - Euractiv 
(19.04.2016) 

An international meeting in Brussels over the steel crisis ended in disappointment as China 
denied dumping its excess production on global markets, and instead blamed terrorism and the 
economic slowdown for the global steel crisis. 
 
European steelmakers hold artificially cheap Chinese imports responsible for the crisis. The EU 
has hit some Chinese steel products with antidumping measures – higher tariffs to protect the 
competitiveness of the EU industry. 
 
Sluggish economies had hit steel demand, which was the “fundamental reason” for more steel 
being produced than was needed, Assistant Minister Zhang Ji told ministers from 28 countries, 
and the European Commission, yesterday (18 April). 

The issue of granting Market Economy Status to China has started belatedly and has not taken 
into account the wide-ranging needs of the EU. However, there is scope to rectify this and the 
European Parliament is playing an active role in the decision-making process, writes Alessia 
Maria Mosca. 
 
Alessia Maria Mosca is an MEP with the S&D group and represents the Partito Democratico 
domestically.  
 
On one hand, the different interests at stake in the European Council create a situation of 
uncertainty; on the other hand, given the complexity of the more general EU-China relations, 
the position of the Commission itself does not seem clear. 

Granting China MES very unlikely under current circumstances / Alessia Maria Mosca  - Euractiv 
(14/03/2016) 

7 

MES: A way to build future EU-China bilateral relations / Luigi Gambardella  - Euractiv 

Today, what is needed with China is more dialogue not less. We need to find win-win solutions 
rather than to start a new fight about its Market Economy Status (MES), writes Luigi 
Gambardella. 
 
Luigi Gambardella is President of  ChinaEU 
 
It seems that in Europe, the debate over  granting China the status of market economy (MES) is 
not hitting the spot. Semantics are often the cause of misunderstandings. 
Whether China has now become a market economy is irrelevant, because a market economy 
and compliance with the World Trade Organisation (WTO) agreement are two different things. 
The ongoing debate is about the interpretation of Paragraph 15 of China’s accession protocol to 
the WTO. This paragraph relate to the technicalities of investigating anti-dumping claims. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/innovation-industry/news/china-blames-terrorism-economic-slowdown-for-the-steel-crisis/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/innovation-industry/news/china-blames-terrorism-economic-slowdown-for-the-steel-crisis/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/trade-society/opinion/china-can-present-an-opportunity-rather-than-a-threat/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/trade-society/opinion/china-can-present-an-opportunity-rather-than-a-threat/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/all/opinion/mes-a-way-to-build-future-eu-china-bilateral-relations/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/all/opinion/mes-a-way-to-build-future-eu-china-bilateral-relations/
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