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FIEC Press Release 30-08-2016 

REFIT platform recommends action on Construction 
Products Regulation (CPR) 

 Lighten the load for the construction industry by avoiding duplication 
Following a meeting of the EU taskforce working for better regulation, chaired by First Vice President 
of the European Commission Frans Timmermans, the REFIT Platform has boosted the joint position of 

FIEC and Construction Products Europe, on standardisation and the CPR.  The opinion echoes the 

concerns of FIEC regarding duplicating measures, which are causing extra work and confusion, not 
only for the manufacturers of construction materials, but also for the contractors, who install these 

materials and have to choose the right product for the job in hand. In the past three years, FIEC has 
cautioned against the inclusion of construction products in the scope of the Ecodesign 
Directive and DG Environment’s initiative on Product Environmental Footprint.  Therefore, the 

recommendations are welcomed with enthusiasm by FIEC. “We are delighted with the REFIT Platform 

Opinion on the CPR, which bears out the concerns we have been raising for years on behalf of 
European contractors” says Kjetil Tonning, FIEC Vice-President (TEC). “We look forward to ongoing 

positive collaboration with the European Commission, to improve the Construction Products 
Regulation”. Speaking about the details of the REFIT recommendations, Jan Coumans, Chairman of 

the sub-commission dealing with regulation and standardisation (TEC-1), adds “Proactive and 

constructive dialogue with other key stakeholders, including the European Committee on 
Standardisation (CEN) and Construction Products Europe has led to growing support for changes to 

the CPR, support that is now shared by the REFIT Platform. The industry can help the European 

Commission to revise the CPR in the interest of better regulation, having in mind the goals of 
simplification and provision of more complete information as required by construction products users”.  

 

 Implementation of CPR causing “burdens and contradictions” 
The REFIT Platform Opinion refers to evidence of a regulatory burden and to other problems, which 
were also mentioned in the above joint position, published in April 20161. Amongst other things, the 

REFIT Platform has called for better alignment between the CPR and the Regulation on European 
Standardisation EU No. 1025/2012, to clarify that standards are voluntary. Furthermore, it has 
recommended that European harmonised standards allow for the inclusion of all relevant 

information necessary for construction products users, which include contractors.  FIEC has 

been calling for this for many years and more specifically since the introduction of the CPR in 2011. 
 

The recent implementation report on the CPR2, published by the Commission shortly before the 
summer break concluded that no changes to the regulation were required. The REFIT Platform 

Opinion does not come to the same conclusion and makes it clear that changes to the CPR are 

needed. 

                                                 
1 http://www.fiec.eu/en/fiec-positions/position-papers.aspx 
2 COM(2016) 445 final published 7/7/2016. 
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